In that same issue is a report of the 6th Asian Congress of Pediatrics Satellite Symposium on bronchial asthma. Views on asthma from Sri Lanka, Thailand, Hong Kong, the Phillippines, Malaysia, and Singapore as well as six articles from a variety of Japanese units give a range of views of the topic from the role of filariasis in bronchial asthma to the minutiae of chemical mediators in hypersensitivity reactions. A topic of major importance in Asia is hepatitis B virus infections and is described as the 'common enemy of Asia' in another satellite symposium published in the December 1989 issue of the journal. In the December 1989 issue there are short communications on mass screening for neuroblastoma, cerebrospinal fluid neurotransmitters of the newborn with neonatal asphyxia, and the effect of recombinant hepatitis B vaccine in low response children. Kawasaki disease is only one of the eponymous Japanese syndromes reported in the Acta Paediatrica Japonica and it is increasingly important to be aware of the disease states of Asia and to be able to recognise the same disorder or similar disorders in our own communities. As well as recognising the similarities there are interesting differences highlighted in the Japanese journal with regard to the incidence of inherited metabolic disorders.
Every university with a paediatric unit should have this leading paediatric journal available and heads of paediatric departments should be prepared to beg, borrow, or 'acquire' the 6000 yen (E22-00) for each year's subscription.
